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17 March 2022/ 14 Sha'baan 1443 

 

As Salaamu Alaikum 

 

Respected Parent/Guardian 

 

NEWSLETTER 2 

 

SHA'BAAN - A TIME TO PREPARE 

 

‘Since Sha’ban is a prelude to Ramadan, Islam encourages certain deeds in this month 

that are usually done in Ramadan. Like fasting and Quran recital. This prepares the soul 

to welcome Ramadan, when it arrives, with open arms.’ 

 

Another form of preparation 

In addition to the above deeds and their like, there is another form of preparation that is 

absolutely essential. That is to settle our disputes and cleanse the hearts from jealousy, rancour 

and ill-feelings. People who hold onto old grudges, and do not settle their disputes, nor cleanse 

their hearts are usually deprived on Allah’s mercy, even on blessed occasions. Therefore it is 

imperative for a believer, as part of his preparation for Ramadan, to sort out such issues ahead 

of time. 

 

15th Shabaan 

The beginning of Sha’ban is a time for us to reset our minds hearts and routines for Ramadan. 

Barely two weeks into the month, will bring the occasion of the fifteenth night of Sha’ban. This 

night is labelled as the second most auspicious night of the year, by some Scholars. Allah Ta’ala, 

through His wisdom granted the Ummah this auspicious night as a prelude to Ramadan. On that 

night too, those who harbour ill-feelings are deprived of Allah’s Mercy and Forgiveness. 

 

Now is the time 

The best time for change, is now! Never delay in making a reformed decision. Therefore, one 

should understand that today is an ideal time to reflect on the above and to make efforts to 

implement them too. Let’s increase our nafl ‘ibadah from today, so that when Ramadan does 

arrive, we are well rehearsed and ready to maximise our benefit therefrom. 

 

May Allah Ta’ala guide and inspire us all. Aameen  
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NEW SCHOOL TIMES POST RAMADAAN 1443 

 

Alhamdulillah, as the country move towards the post covid-19, we at QIA will revert to our 

original school times. Implementation Date: 5 May 2022. 

 

Grade Start Dismissal 

Grade 000 - 00 (Drop off at 7:30) 8:00 12:30 

Grade R (Drop off at 7:20) 7:30 13:00 

Grades 1 - 3 7:15 14:20 

Grades 4 - 12 7:15 15:20 

All Grades on Friday 7:15 11:45 (Staggered dismissal from 11:30) 

Learners (Grades 1 - 12) should report to school by 7:10 

 

 FP extra murals will take place at 14:20 - 15:20 

 SP extra murals will take place from 15:20 - 16:20 

 There will be a bus service at 14:20 and 15:20 

 

RAMADAAN TIMES  
 

The Ramadaan times have been adjusted from 4 April to 14 April 2022.  

 

Grade Start Dismissal 

Grade 000 - 00 (Drop off at 7:30) 8:00 12:30 

Grade R (Drop off at 7:20) 7:30 13:00 

Grades 1 - 12 7:15 14:20 

All Grades on Friday 7:15 11:45 (Staggered dismissal from 11:30) 

 

 The offices will close at 15:00. 

 There will only be one bus service at 14:20. 

 Crèche and aftercare - normal times apply. 
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HIFZ TIMES FOR RAMADAAN 1443  

 

Please take note of the following changes in Hifz class times and dates for the upcoming month 

of Ramadhaan: 

 

DATE CLASS TIMES 

04 - 14 APRIL 2022 

 

Monday - Thursday 

No Fajr Hifz session.  

Class will start at 07:15 and dismiss at 14:20 

(together with normal school going learners) 

Friday 

 

No Fajr Hifz session.  

Class will start at 07:15 and dismiss at 11:45 

(together with normal school going learners)  

Saturday Class will start at 06:30 and dismiss at 10:00 

15 - 17 APRIL 2022 Long weekend (No Hifz Sessions) 

18 - 30 APRIL 2022 

Monday to Thursday Class will start at 08:00 and dismiss at 14:00 

Friday and Saturday Class will start at 06:30 and dismiss at 10:00 

 

MUAZZIN AUDITIONS 2022 

 

Bara’ ibn ‘Aazib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Nabi Muhammed     صلل هللا ع ي

 said: “Allah and His angels send blessings upon the front row, and the Muezzin is forgiven وس م

as far as his voice reaches, and whatever hears him, animate or inanimate, confirms what he 

says, and he will receive the same reward as those who read Salah after listening to the Azaan.” 

Narrated by al-Nasaa’i. From this Hadith and other Ahadith it can be gleaned that, Islam has 

given great honour to the one who calls out the Azaan. 

 

Alhamdullilah, with the above in mind the senior boys at QIA were given the opportunity to 

participate in a Muazzin audition to become an official Muazzin at QIA. The audition was 

judged by Ml Arshad Fakir (Principal at Madressa Muaaz Bin Jabal), Ml Hussain Haffajee 

(Alim of Linbro Park) and Qari Abdul Khaliq Laily (Senior Hifz Ustaad at QIA). MashaAllah, 

2 learners, Anas Choonara (Grade 9) and Zaid Shihab (Grade 9) were selected as the official  

Muazzins at QIA for 2022. May this be an inspiration to all our male learners to aspire for this 

honourable position, InshaAllah. 
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DUROOD CHALLENGE  

 

February 2022 was Durood Challenge Month here at QIA. Durood is a sure means of Allah 

(SWT) granting blessings, peace, prosperity and favours of great significance on one who recites 

Durood on the Holy Prophet ص هللا ع ي    وس م . The aim of the challenge was to make the recital 

of Durood a practice in the daily lives of parents, learners, and colleagues. Alhamdulillah the 

response was phenomenal.  

 

The winners were:  

 

Foundation phase:  

Class Winner- Grade 2 NO 

Most Durood read by a female learner - Asmaa Moosa Grade 2NO 

Most Durood read by a male learner - Yusuf Lambat Grade 3RA 

 

Intermediate phase:  

Class Winner- Grade 6G 

Most Durood read by - Fayaaz Sarang Grade 7B 

 

Senior phase:  

Class Winner- Grade 12 

Most Durood read by - Baraah Alsharef Grade 12  

 

The winning classes were rewarded with a meal at Rocco Mamas sponsored by RnB Foods. 

This is merely a temporary reward in this Dunya. The ultimate reward is in the Aakhira. We 

would like to thank the parents and teachers that participated and submitted their forms. May 

Allah accept from you and from us. May Allah keep this practice alive in the hearts and tongues 

of the QIA family. 

 

THE ASSOCIATION OF MUSLIM SCHOOLS (AMS) MATRIC AWARDS  

 

This year the AMS Gauteng Matric awards was held at the Qurtuba Convention Centre, hosted 

by QIA. Learners from Gauteng's Islamic schools were recognised for their achievements in the 

2021 National Senior Certificate examinations. Among the stars, were two of QIA’s very own 

learners, Nadia Imran Laher and Mardhiya Mosam who were honoured for their academic and 

Islamiyaat performance, and Akhlaaq. Nadia Laher for her outstanding academic marks and 

outstanding Islamiyaat marks. Mardhiya Mosam received the Akhlaaq award. 
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THE DISTRICT AWARDS  

 

The grade 12 class of 2021 was recognised at the annual district awards for achieving a 100% 

pass. Our school was awarded a certificate. One of our learners, Dana Rajoub, was recognised 

for her exceptional performance in Arabic. Furthermore, QIA was placed among the top ten 

independent schools in the Johannesburg East District. 
 

1ST FEMALE HIFZ KHATMUL QURAAN JALSA  

 

Alhamdulillah, we at QIA were indeed adorned with Allah's mercy and were fortunate to be a 

part of the school's first female Hifz Khatmul Quraan Jalsa. Through dedication and sincerity, 

Haafiza Nasihah Bint Omar Farouk Desai completed her journey to memorizing the Quraan on 

the blessed day of Jummah. May Allah make her the embodiment of the Quraan and may Allah 

accept many more Huffaz from us. Haafiza Nasihah was gifted an honorary hijaab with a 

maroon edging signifying her title. Our mothers and sisters attended the Jalsa which was held 

at the Qurtuba Convention Centre. The words of wisdom from Mrs Haseena Moolla and the 

eloquent advices of Muallimah Shakirah Hunter filled the room with spirituality. It was indeed 

a moment of pride and humility for parents, Asaatizah and the QIA family. May Allah reward 

Haafiza's Asaatizah for their efforts and may Allah crown Haafiza's parents with honour. The 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "The best among you (Muslims) are those who learn the Qur'an and teach it." 

 

BOYS JAMAAT WEEKENDS  

 

GRADES 9 - 11 

Rasulullah وس م ي    ص ي ع  said: “A morning or evening spent in the path of Allah is better than 

whatever the sun rises and sets over” (Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 1883) The grades 9, 10 and 11 

boys, accompanied by 6 ustaads, were granted the opportunity of going out in jamaat to Masjid 

al Ansaar in Laudium on Saturday the 19th and Sunday the 20th of February. It was an eye 

opening experience with visits to the homes of prominent ulama like Moulana Abbaas Jeena 

and Moulana Abdus Salaam Koolvadia, who shared pertinent advice with ustaads and 

learners. The jamaat also visited the local qabrastaan as a reminder of our final resting place.   

They visited houses in the area around the masjid to invite residents to the masjid (ghust) as 

well as a neigbouring township. They returned with the valuable lessons of appreciation and 

gratefulness. May Allah accept the efforts of learners and asaatiza and make it a means of 

hidayah for them as well as for the areas that were visited. 

 

MATRICS 

Alhamdulillah, after a long and grueling term, the Matric boys of 2022 took a much needed 

break from their books and gave some time to go out in Jamaat. The students, accompanied by 

QIA Asaatidha, went to Masjid ul Ansaar in Azaadville.  
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They were fortunate to attend the monthly Khanqah programme of Respected Moulana Abdul 

Hamid D.B. and the jamaat was honoured to meet Moulana Abdul Hamid D.B as well. Students 

had a tour of the world famous Madrassa Arabia Islamic, Darul Uloom Azaadville and also 

visited the local Qabrastaan. Nabi ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "There are seven whom Allah will shade in His Shade 

on the Day when there is no shade except His Shade: ... a youngster who spent his time in the 

worship of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic..." May ALLAH SWT accept and afford us 

opportunities like these over and over again. Aameen 

 
ENGLISH MATTERS  

 
In honour of World Read Aloud day, Alhamdulillah QIA teachers pledged to read to 686 

learners. A short period of time was dedicated to reading our learners and instilling the love for 

reading in them. Well done to some of our grade 10 and 11 learners who sat through a three-

hour English Olympiad examination. The examination tests skills and critical thinking in the 

broad field of literature and its numerous genres. Hours of preparation and dedication is required 

in order to participate in the competition. 

 

FP PARENT CONSULT 

 

Alhamdullilah, the FP parent consult was well attended and informative. We want to place on 

record our sincere appreciation to all parents for availing themselves. We look forward to your 

continued engagement with the class teacher. 

 

PALESTINE CAKE SALE/AQSA WEEK 

 

Over 50 countries, “from Trinidad to Tanzania, from Tobago to Thailand”, took part in the Aqsa 

Week 2022, which went global for the second year in a row, UK-based friends of Al-Aqsa (FoA) 

said in a statement. From February 24 to March 2, mosques, universities, local councils and 

parliaments held talks, workshops and other activities emphasising the heritage and sacredness 

of Al Aqsa mosque. Qurtuba Islamic Academy, in solidarity with the people of 

Palestine, participated in Aqsa Week. We had daily awareness programmes, guest speakers, 

learner activities and the week culminated with a cake sale, the proceeds of which will be 

donated to Palestine. Kindly remember the people of Palestine in your duaas. 

 

FABRIC PAINTING 

 

A fun fabric painting class was arranged to spark off some creativity. The girls enjoyed painting 

a personalised arabic calligraphy, which was completed and taken home. It was a lovely 

afternoon bonding with friends and taking some time out to relax and unwind. 
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WUDHU AND SALAAH WORKSHOP 

 

QIA undertook the initiative of organising a female Wudhu and Salaah workshop to further our 

knowledge on the basics of our deen which was tremendously beneficial to all that attended. 

Ladies were taught practical wudhu using a mud as well as practical salaah. Insha'Allah QIA 

looks forward to hosting future programmes to benefit and educate our mothers and sisters. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

GUEST SPEAKER FROM IBNU ABBAAS YOUTH ACADEMY 

Esteemed guest, Moulana Hassan Ravat of Ibnu Abbaas Youth Academy addressed our learners. 

The Grade 9 learners were advised on the concepts of Istikhara (seeking counsel from Allah) 

and Istishara (taking counsel from people of knowledge). Moulana explained the times when a 

person should read istikhara and the importance of consulting with one's teachers and parents.  

The grade 10, 11 and 12 learners were given advice on the common challenges prevalent in 

society today. Moulana advised learners with regards to dealing with the temptations that our 

youth face and the importance of putting Allah's laws above all other. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER FROM DEEN TEAM 

On the 25th of February QIA hosted Haafiz Shaakir Bhyat, the founding member of The Deen 

Team, to speak to our grade 4 - 12 boys. 

 

The boys were encouraged to: 

- Be proud to be Muslim  

- Be unapologetic about their faith 

- Be uncompromising on their Islamic values 

Alhamdulillah our boys benefitted tremendously from the programme. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER FROM PIETERMARITZBURG 

QIA was honoured to host an esteemed guest speaker from Pietermaritzburg to address our 

mothers, sisters and daughters. Apa advised attendees about how to approach trials and 

tribulations during these trying times. 

 

ECD MOBILE ZOO VISIT 

 

In keeping with World Wildlife Day on 3rd March, the ECD department invited the Mobile Zoo 

to school as an interactive fun, learning experience. Our little ones” had the opportunity to touch 

and interact with some of the animal world’s smaller wonders under the supervision of a wildlife 

biologist who educated learners about the different animals, their habitats, their behaviour, their 

lifespan and how they interact with their ecosystems. Some of our brave and daring little ones 

were quite comfortable with touching the slimy slithery snakes.  
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With squeals of delight and sheer amazement, our little ones had a truly unique experience 

leaving not only a lasting impression, but information and facts learnt will be retained for years. 

A sensorial experience to last a life time, the smell of a monkey cage, the calls of a macaw and 

the softness of a chinchilla. Awesome! 

 

INTERNAL SCIENCE EXPO 

 

Hosted by the Science Department, QIA's scientific and technological minds from grades 4 - 11 

participated in our internal Sciences and Technology exhibition. Learners brought their burning 

questions to life and showed us their innovative solutions and scientific interests. These were 

judged by internal and external judges as a preliminary round to the District Eskom Science 

Expo. From coloured rain to the effects of chocolate, hydroponic filtration system to negative 

effects of caffeine, judges were excited by all projects and displays. We would like to thank all 

our scientists for allowing us a glimpse into their curious minds. Judges gave advice and 

guidance on ways to improve their projects going into the District Eskom Expo.  

 

The following learners participated in the Science and Technology Exhibition. Well done to 

each and every one of you. 

 

Learner Name Grade  Project Description 

1. Ahmed Alsharef 5B Balloon powered cart 

2. Zayd Mohammed 5B Hologram with a CD cover 

3. Muhammed Ibraheem Saeed 5B Rainbow rain 

4. Firdous Abubaker 5G Air pollution 

5. Fiza Patel & Lutfiya Seedat 6G A Model of how a windmill generate electricity 

6. Faatimah Zahra Ebrahim & 

Layyina Hassem 

6G Windmill producing electricity for a house 

7. Asilah Cassim 6G Using magnetic force to move a car 

8. Zahraa Abubaker Hifz Differences between hydroponics and soil 

forming 

9. Khaleel Essop Akoojee 7B Jukskei dirt capturer 2.0 

10. Maryam Alsharef 7G Biofuel 

11. Naseehah Mohomed 7G Solar powered light bulb 

12. Simrah Mahomed 7G Solar powered light bulb 

13. Abubakr Sattar 8B Electromagnetic induction 

14. Nadheerah Topkin 8G Psoriasis 

15. Zuleikha Abubaker 11G Effects of caffeine on memory 

16. Hammad Lorgat 11B Filtration and hydroponics 

  

We are so excited to see the improvements to your projects and see it take your ideas to the next 

level. 
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CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LEARNERS 

 

The new code of conduct will be emailed to parents in the new term. The major concerns that 

parents need to know and assist with: 

1. Absenteeism. 

2. Carrying cellphones to school AND smart watches. 

3. Buying and selling vapes. 

4. Vaping. 

5. Copying during exams. 

6. Social media posting and vulgarity. 

These matters are dealt with by the disciplinary committee. 

 

FET MATTERS 

 

Grade 10 - 12 extra class timetable for Term 2 has been sent. A holiday homework roster for 

Grade 12 learners will be forwarded to parents. This will focus on revision of Term 1 work. 

 

P.E UNIFORM 

 

Help us to create a fit nation. Physical Education is part of Life Skills & Life Orientation and 

therefore carries marks. Kindly ensure that learners come with their proper kits for P.E. From 

term 2 the demerit system as per code of conduct will be enforced. Parents are requested to 

familiarise themselves with the code of conduct which will be emailed in Term 2. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

Communication related to academic matters must be directed to head of phases: 

PHASE NAME OF H.O.D EMAIL ADDRESS 

1. ECD & Foundation Phase Mariam Saib msaib@qurtuba.co.za 

2. Intermediate Phase Faheema Saib faheema.saib@gmail.com 

3. Senior Phase Ameera Hajat ameerahajatqia@gmail.com 

4. FET Salmaan Mohamed salmaanmohamed66@gmail.com 

 

SP PARENT CONSULT 

 

Save the date! 

Saturday 09 April 2022 GRADE TIME SLOT 

4, 5, 6 (Intermediate Phase) 10:00 - 12:00 

7, 8, 9 (Senior Phase) 08:00 - 11:00 

10, 11, 12 (FET Phase) 08:00 - 11:00 
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ARCHERY 

 

Qurtuba Islamic Academy has been blessed with the practice of the noble Sunnah of archery, 

Alhamdulillah. This year saw many eager learners join archery lessons at school. Although they 

got to shoot on their first day, their journey of learning theory and correct form is a thorough 

one. Insha'Allah they will get to shoot a lot more from next term onwards. Early in the year, 

many of our archers participated in an archery competition hosted by Qurtuba Furusiyyah 

Archery Club. They did very well and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  

 

Our senior archers have progressed very well, and this was enhanced by the introduction of an 

amazing exercise called Kepaze. It is the drawing of an unloaded bow (or resistance band) to 

develop muscle memory and form. Mamluk warriors, who were renowned for their skill in 

archery, would practice up to 600 Kepaze in a day! Alhamdulillah, some of our learners 

enthusiastically did more than their required amounts, with one of them doing 1200 Kepaze! 

Masha Allah. The benefit of this was clearly evident in her shooting. 

 

QIA archers have been entering external competitions, and can even participate to attain colours 

in this sport. We wish them well in this journey. Insha'Allah all our archers will be successful 

in archery, and in all the Sunnah of our Beloved Prophet Sallallahu alayhi wasallam. 

 

EXTRA MURALS FOR TERM 2 

 

Extra murals programme for Term 2 will begin after Ramadaan. Arrangements to sign up for 

the extra murals must be made with the service providers. Application forms are available from 

the school's secretary and during parent meetings.  

 

SCHOOL FEES 

 

We want to thank all our parents whose fees are paid and are up to date. Parents are reminded 

that arrears fees affect our cash flow. Parents whose fees are in arrears will be invited to a finance 

committee meeting in the new term. Consistent defaulters will be de registered on the 1st day of 

2nd Term. Your co-operation will be appreciated. 

 

BOARD NEWS 

 

SCHOOL BOARD 

 

1) Mr I. Saib 

2) Moulana M.A. Rajah 

3) Mrs Anisa Patel 

4) Mr Farouk Seedat 

5) Mr Arshad Timol 

6) Mr Shaheed Bismillah 

7) Mrs Sahair Adamjee 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

1) Mr Farouk Seedat 

2) Mr Arshad Timol 

3) Mr I. Saib 

4) Moulana M.A. Rajah 

5) Mrs Fathima Asmal 

 

HR COMMITTEE 

 

1) Mrs Anisa Patel 

2) Moulana M.A. Rajah 

3) Mr I. Saib 

4) HR Dept Rep 

 

DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE 

 

1) Mrs Anisa Patel 

2) Mr Shaheed Bismillah 

3) Mr I. Saib 

4) Moulana M.A. Rajah 

5) HOD Disciplinary Officer 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

 

1) Moulana M.A. Rajah 

2) Mr I. Saib 

3) Facilities Manager 

 

ACADEMIC COMMITTEE 

 

1) Mr I. Saib 

2) Mrs Anisa Patel 

3) Moulana M.A. Rajah 

4) Heads of Subjects/Phases 

 

SALES/SOCIAL MEDIA/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

1) Moulana M.A. Rajah 

2) Mr I. Saib 

3) Mr Farouk Seedat 

4) Mrs Anisa Patel 

5) Mrs Fathima Asmal 

6) Mrs Ayesha Bismillah 

 

 

STAFFING 

 

QIA would like to wish Mandla Dube our bus driver, well on his retirement. Lucky Damane is 

the new replacement driver. 
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2023 ENROLMENTS  

 

We have a seat for you. Enjoy the best of both worlds. Admissions for 2023 are now open.  

Kindly apply early to avoid disappointment. Applications can be done via the school's 

secretary on 011 608 0527 or logon to our website: www.qurtubaislamic.co.za or follow us on 

Instagram: @qurtubaislamicacademy or on Facebook: @QurtubaIslamicAcademy  

 

 

Members of the Board and Management wish all learners, parents a spiritually uplifting and 

blessed Ramadaan. Remember us in your pious duas. 

 

 

Yours in Education 

 

 

Imtiaz Saib        Moulana MA Rajah 

CEO/Principal       Head of Islamiyaat 

http://www.qurtubaislamic.co.za/

